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HUNTING LEASES are becoming more and
more important to hunters, farmers and ranchers.
Hunters are interested in obtaining exclusive
hunting rights in return for their payments to
the landowner. Farmers and ranchers are in-
terested in regulating the use of their land by
other people and in supplementing their income.
The money a landowner can obtaiu from
hunting leases may be a significant part of his
annual income.
Whenever the details of the leasing arrange-
ment or the amount of money involved are of
importance, the lease should be in writing. A
written lease provides a basis for discussion of all
the provisions that affect both the hunter and
landowner. Signed copies should be kept by each.
This lease is .designed to cover the minimum
provisions which all parties concerned should have
clearly understood. Additional provisions should
be added to cover special situations or conditions
that the contracting parties wish to include. Fol-
lowing are five additional provisions that can be
added to the lease:
(I) A clause to provide for automatic renewal.
Example: This lease shall run from _
to and from year to year thereafter for
a period of years unless written notice to
terminate is given by either party to the other at
least months prior to the beginning of
the succeeding lease year.
(2) A clause to provide for arbitration in the
case of a disagreement.
Example: Any disagreement between the
landowner and the lessee may be referred to a
-Extension Specialist in Wildlife Conservation and Assistant Pro-
fessor, Texas AgricultUl'al Experiment Station, respectively.
board of three persons, one of whom shall be
appointed by the landowner, one by the lessee and
the third by the two thus appointed. Any ruling
or disposition of the lease made by these three
shall be binding on both parties.
(3) A clause describing the firearms or hunting
methods that will be used.
Example: The lessee will hunt with shotgun
only; the lessee will engage, in still-hunting only,
etc.
(4) A clause reserving specified hunting privi-
leges for the landowner and/or members of his
immediate family.
Example: The landowner, John Doe, and son,
Joe Doe, reserve the right to hunt deer during the
hunting season.
(5) A clause providing for specific game man-
agement practices and the division of costs of
habitat improvement.
Examples: The landowner will provide equip-
ment for drilling and fertilizing small grains for
deer forage on acres. The lessee will
provide the labor and necessary funds for drilling
and fertilizing.
Hunting Permits
A landowner may wish to issue daily permits
to hunt or fish on his property. Under some condi-
tions this procedure will bring in a higher total
return than seasonal leases. Permits also are use-
ful when no fee is charged. They make it possible
for the landowner to know who is on his land.
They also serve to inform the guest of his re-
sponsibilities. Samples of day hunting and fishing
permits and a courtesy permit appear on pages
7 and 8.
Seasonal Hunting Lease
I. N arne of Parties and Description of Tract
It is mutually agreed that of _
(Name of landowner) (Landowner's address)
hereinafter called "landowner," hereby leases hunting rights to of
(Narne of lessee)
_________________, hereinafter called lessee, a tract or tracts of approximately
(Lessee's address)
_____acres, situated in. County, Texas, and described as follows:
The terms and conditions of the lease follow:
II. Duration and Terms of Lease
A. This lease shall run from. , 19__ to' , 19__.
B. Payment at the following rate, will be made on or before, _
19__.
III. Provisions
A. The landowner will not authorize any other person or persons to hunt on this tract during the
p~riod of this lease. Exceptions: ~
B. The following game birds and animals may be hunted:
C. The lessee will abide by state and federal laws regarding hunting and will report all game
killed to the landowner so that shooting preserve records may be accurately kept.
D. The lessee will not assign this lease or underlet the tract or any part of it without the consent
of the landowner in writing.
E. The lessee agrees to take good care of the property and will be responsible for any damage to
livestock, fences or other property which results from his hunting.
F. The landowner will provide the following: (cabins, vehicles, horses, etc.) _
G. Fishing (will) (will not) be permitted on the leased area.
H. The landowner will not be responsible for accidents.
I. Modifications of this lease shall be made in writing and signed copies of modifications will be
attached to the original lease.
J. Additional provisions_~ _
In testimony whereof, witness our hands to two copies at , Texas, on this
____ day of , 19__, A. D.
Landowner:
Witness to all signatures:
Lessees:
Day or Weekend Hunting (Fishing) Permit
Date _
To whom it may concern:
The bearer of this permit, • has paid $ _ for the privi-
(Name)
lege of hunting (fishing) on the following property: ~
(Name and location)
during the period until------ . He (she)
(Hour and date) (Hour and date)
agrees to obey the state and federal hunting (fishing) regulations and to repair or pay for any property
damages which he (she) may cause.
Signature of landowner:
Signature of permittee:
Courtesy Hunting (Fishing) Permit
Date _
To whom it may concern:
The bearer of this permit, , has permission to hunt (fish) on
(Name)
the following property: , located at _
(Narne of farm, ranch)
during the period . He (she) agrees to obey the current state and fed-
(Hours and dates)
eral hunting (fishing) regulations and to repair or pay for any property damages which he (she) may
cause.
Signature of landowner: _
Signature of permittee:
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